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MANLY   FRESHWATER   CATHOLIC   PARISH 

Mary  Immaculate  and St  John  the  Baptist  Churches 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday – 24th April 2022 
Gospel Reflection  

The Gospel for the Second Sunday 
of Easter (for all three years of the 

Lectionary cycle) is Act 2 of John’s 
Easter drama. 

Scene 1 takes place on Easter 
night.  The terrified disciples are 
huddled together, realizing that 

they are marked men because of 
their association with the criminal 

Jesus.  The Risen Jesus appears in 
their midst with his greeting of 
“peace.”  John clearly has the 

Genesis story in mind when the 
evangelist describes Jesus as “breathing” the Holy Spirit on his disciples:  Just as God created man 

and woman by breathing life into them (Genesis 2: 7), the Risen Christ re-creates humankind by 
breathing the new life of the Holy Spirit upon the eleven. 

In scene 2, the disciples excitedly tell the just-returned Thomas of what they had seen.  Thomas 
responds to the news with understandable skepticism.  Thomas had expected the cross (see John 
11: 16 and 14: 5) – and no more. 

The climactic third scene takes place one week later, with Jesus’ second appearance to the 
assembled community – this time with Thomas present.  He invites Thomas to examine his wounds 

and to “believe.”  Christ’s blessing in response to Thomas’ profession of faith exalts the faith of 
every Christian of every age who “believes without seeing”; all Christians who embrace the Spirit 
of the Risen One possess a faith that is in no way different less than that of the first disciples.  The 

power of the Resurrection transcends time and place.                 connectionsmeadiaworks.com 

 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  

will be celebrated at St Mary’s Church, Manly  

this Sunday 24th April from 2pm – 4pm 

ALL WELCOME 

 

 
 

Many of you have not been able to come back 
to Mass on Sunday for different reasons. If 
you would like one of the Priest to visit you 

at home, please ring the parish office on 9977 5822.  
 
 

Livestreaming on Facebook Sunday 8:30am Mass 
manlyfreshwaterparishfacebook/videos  

Manly Freshwater Parish promotes SAFEGUARDING which involves the implementation of proactive, common 
sense and practical ideas that ensure the safety of children and vulnerable adults in our community 

 

COVID REQUIREMENTS 
Please remember it is strongly 

recommended that you… 

• Wear a mask for Mass  

• Cleanse your hands  

• Observe social distancing 

 

https://www.facebook.com/manlyfreshwaterparish/


2 

LET US PRAY FOR                                         24th April 2022 

Recently Deceased: Gwen Ryan 

Anniversary: Pietro Murdocca 

Prayers for the sick in our parish: “Lord, grant them and 

their carers strength and courage” Meg and Wayne Storey, 

Gavin Greenwood, Mark Taylor; Kay Flenady; Leon Cochrane; 
Prionsias Kearney; Debbie Vernon; Lauren Hannahan; Rosalba 
Galuis; Judith McKenzie; Jonathan Keil; Wayne Smedley; 
Margaret Burridge; Stephen Robertson; Richard & Cynthia 
Connolly; Maureen Williams; Gerry Wybrandt; Amy Farrow; 
Patricia Duffy; Florencia Lira; Ken Waller; Mary Helen Fogarty; 
Sheila Lee; Belinda Nicholls; Jacqui Dawson; Gerry Ring; 
Zacchaeus Ratnam; Joe & Pat Smith; John Connors 

April                                                                                                  Year C 
Mon 25/4 – Anzac Day       
           Wis 3:1-9; Ps 114:5-6,115:10-11,15-16; 1 Cor 1:18-25; Jn 12:23-28 
Tue 26/4  – St Mark           1 Pet 5:5-14; Ps 88:2-3,6-7,16-17; Mk 16:15-20 
Wed 27/4 – 2nd week of Easter           Acts 5:17-26; Ps 33:2-9; Jn 3:16-21 
Thurs 28/4 – Peter Chanel         Acts 5:27-33; Ps 33:2,9,17-20; Jn 3:31-36 
Fri 29/4 – St Catherine of Siena  Acts 5:34-42; Ps 26:1-4,13-14; Jn 6:1-15 
Sat 30/4 – 2nd week of Easter  
                                                 Acts 6:1-7; Ps 32:1-2,4-5,18-19; Jn 6:16-21 
Sun 1/5 – Third Sunday of Easter      
                Acts 5:27-32,40-41; Ps 29:2,4-6,11-13; Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19 
 

 

PARISH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Parish facebook: facebook.com/manlyfreshwaterparish 
Parish website: bbcatholic.org.au/manlyfreshwater  
 
 

 

 

PIETY STORE MANLY 

Movie of the month – The Ninth Day (2004) – 

German with English sub-titles. A moral thriller. 
From inside the “Priest Block” of the Dachau 
concentration camp. In just 9 days Fr Kremer 

must find a way to ease his conscience, protect 
his family and uphold his vows. At the piety 

store $10. 

CD of the month – Confession – Fr. Larry 
Richards This talk became the No. 1 talk in 

North America dealing with the sacrament of 
reconciliation. If people truly knew about the 

healing power of reconciliation. At the piety 
store $5. 

WORD OF GOD 2022 Daily Reading and 

Reflection. Special Price $15.00 
Now available at the Piety Store or to purchase 

 

Dates to remember… 

• Craft Group Tues 10am – 12noon 

• Lectio Divina Tues 7:30pm and Wed 10am 

• Eucharistic Adoration in Manly 
Wednesdays 6pm – 7:30pm 

• Bible Study (Zoom) Tues 26 April @ 7pm 

(Meeting ID 872 561 5999/Code: 2512) 

• PPC Meeting Wed 27 April @ 5:30pm 

• Rosary (Zoom) Thurs 28 April @ 7pm 
(Meeting ID 872 561 5999/Code: 2512) 

 

If you are a new parishioner 
to Manly Freshwater Parish, 

we invite you to complete a 
Parish census form. This will 

assist us in updating our 
records to include you and your family in our 
parish community activities. The census form 

can be found on the back wall of the Church or 
at the side door entrance and may be left in the 

collection plate.  

EUCHARISTIC 

ADORATION IN 
MANLY ON 

WEDNESDAYS 

 

Quiet Prayer & Adoration  

6:00pm – 7pm 

Scripture Reflection on the Eucharist & 

Benediction 7pm – 7:30pm 

Divine Mercy Chaplet will be said,  
starting at 6pm 
 

Prayer for Peace and Justice in Ukraine 
God of peace and justice, who change the 

hardened heart and break the power of 
violence, we entrust the people of Ukraine to 
you. Protect them in this time of mortal peril; 

let them know not death but life, not slavery but 
freedom. You are Father of all; we are brothers 

and sisters. Give us the strength to live that 
truth in love, choosing peace not war. Through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Caritas Ukraine urgently needs your support 
Caritas Australia is currently raising funds to 

support communities impacted by the conflict in 
Ukraine Visit caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-

appeals/ukraine/ or call 1800 024 413 toll 

free to provide much needed support. 

https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=e5d2a2dd83&e=a5ddbc81b0
https://bbcatholic.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=466af249e088db70ab864d088&id=e5d2a2dd83&e=a5ddbc81b0
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WINTER WARMER CRAFT MARKET 

Sunday 1st May from 8am - 12:00pm 

Please join our Craft Group outside the Parish 
Centre. You’ll find beautiful, cosy & unique 

handmade gifts, perfect for Mother’s Day.  
We hope to see you there! 

 

 
CONFIRMATION 2022 

The Sacrment of Confirmation will be 
celebrated in the Parish on Saturday 4th 

June. Our next If your child is in Year 3 or above 

and you would like them to be part of this 
program please contact the Parish Office on 

9977 5822. Registration forms can also be 
found at the back of the Church. 

 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
MAKE A DONATION? 

 

2nd collection Parish Bank 
Account  

Funds the running of the Parish 

Account Name: Manly Freshwater Parish 
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 
Account # 100002025    BSB: 062 784    
 

1st collection Parish Bank Account Supports 
our Priests   

Account: Manly Freshwater Parish Pastoral  
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 
Account# 13958002    BSB: 062 784   
 

As we are slowly becoming a cashless society 
we would like to remind you that we have a Tap 

N Go facility available. All you have to do is 
wave your credit or debit card on the scanner 
which are located close by to both entry doors 

at Manly. You are also welcome to create an 
automatic debit to help out our parish. Thank 

you for your generosity 

Thank you for your ongoing support  

Pastoral Works Appeal (formally CWF) 

will be held on 1st May 2022 
Our Parish balance this year is $38,304.00 

Donations are 100% tax deductible 

PARISH WEEKLY EVENTS 

• Bible Study via Zoom: 2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7pm  

• Craft Group: Tues 10:00am in the Parish Centre 

• Eucharistic Adoration: Manly Church  
Weds 6:00pm – 7:30pm 

• Lectio Divina: Tues 7.30pm & Weds 10am in the Parish 
Centre  

• Piety Store: open on weekends or call the Parish Office 

• Reconciliation: Manly: Sat 10am – 11am 

• RCIA: Contact the Parish Office 9977 5822  

• Rosary via Zoom: 1st Thurs 6pm, every other Thurs 7pm  

• Rosary – Freshwater Tues – Fri 8.45am in Church. 

PARISH MONTHLY EVENTS 

• Anointing Mass: Manly & Freshwater on  
1st Friday each month at 9:15am Mass 

• Baptisms: By appointment enquires to Parish Office  

• Parish Pastoral Council: contact Parish Office  

• St Joseph’s Men’s Group: 1st Thurs of the month 7pm 

• St Vincent de Paul: Manly & Freshwater Conferences 2nd 
Mon each month 5:30pm 

 

HOLY MASS ON THE LITURGICAL 

FEAST OF DIVINE MERCY 

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS  

POPE FRANCIS 

Church of Santo Spirito in Sassia 

Second Sunday of Easter, 11 April 2021 

The risen Jesus appeared to the disciples on several 

occasions. He patiently soothed their troubled 

hearts. Risen himself, he now brings about “the 

resurrection of the disciples”. He raises their spirits 

and their lives are changed. Earlier, the Lord’s words 

and his example had failed to change them. Now, at 

Easter, something new happens, and it happens in 

the light of mercy. Jesus raises them up with mercy. 

Having received that mercy, they become merciful 

in turn. It is hard to be merciful without the 

experience of having first received mercy. 

First, they receive mercy through three gifts. First, 

Jesus offers them peace, then the Spirit and finally 

his wounds. The disciples were upset. They were 

locked away for fear, fear of being arrested and 

ending up like the Master. But they were not only 

huddled together in a room; they were also trapped 

in their own remorse. They had abandoned and 

denied Jesus. They felt helpless, discredited, good 

for nothing. Jesus arrives and says to them 

twice, “Peace be with you!” He does not bring a 
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peace that removes the problems without, but one 

that infuses trust within. It is no outward peace, but 

peace of heart. He tells them “Peace be with you! As 

the Father has sent me, even so I send you” 

(Jn 20:21). It is as if to say, “I am sending you 

because I believe in you”. Those disheartened 

disciples were put at peace with themselves. The 

peace of Jesus made them pass from remorse to 

mission. The peace of Jesus awakens mission. It 

entails not ease and comfort, but the challenge to 

break out of ourselves. The peace of Jesus frees from 

the self-absorption that paralyzes; it shatters the 

bonds that keep the heart imprisoned. The disciples 

realized that they had been shown mercy: they 

realized that God did not condemn or demean them, 

but instead believed in them.  God, in fact, believes 

in us even more than we believe in ourselves. “He 

loves us better than we love ourselves (cf. SAINT 

JOHN HENRY NEWMAN, Meditations and Devotions, 

III, 12, 2). As far as God is concerned, no one is 

useless, discredited or a castaway. Today Jesus also 

tells us, “Peace be with you! You are precious in my 

eyes. Peace be with you! You are important for me. 

Peace be with you! You have a mission. No one can 

take your place. You are irreplaceable. And I believe 

in you”. 

Second, Jesus showed mercy to his disciples by 

granting them the Holy Spirit. He bestowed the Spirit 

for the forgiveness of sins (cf. vv. 22-23). The 

disciples were guilty; they had run away, they had 

abandoned the Master. Sin brings torment; evil has 

its price. Our sin, as the Psalmist says (cf. 51:5), is 

always before us. Of ourselves, we cannot remove 

it. Only God takes it away, only he by his mercy can 

make us emerge from the depths of our misery. Like 

those disciples, we need to let ourselves be forgiven, 

to ask heartfelt pardon of the Lord. We need to open 

our hearts to being forgiven. Forgiveness in the Holy 

Spirit is the Easter gift that enables our interior 

resurrection. Let us ask for the grace to accept that 

gift, to embrace the Sacrament of forgiveness. And 

to understand that Confession is not about ourselves 

and our sins, but about God and his mercy. Let us 

not confess to abase ourselves, but to be raised up. 

We, all of us, need this badly. Like little children who, 

whenever they fall, need to be picked up by their 

fathers, we need this. We too fall frequently. And the 

hand of our Father is ready to set us on our feet 

again and to make us keep walking. That sure and 

trustworthy hand is Confession. Confession is the 

sacrament that lifts us up; it does not leave us on 

the ground, weeping on the hard stones where we 

have fallen.  Confession is the Sacrament of 

resurrection, pure mercy. All those who hear 

confessions ought to convey the sweetness of 

mercy. This is what confessors are meant to do: to 

convey the sweetness of the mercy of Jesus who 

forgives everything. God forgives everything. 

Together with the peace that rehabilitates us and the 

forgiveness that lifts us up, Jesus gave his disciples 

a third gift of mercy: he showed them his wounds. 

By those wounds we were healed (cf. 1 

Pet 2:24; Is 53:5). But how can wounds heal us? By 

mercy. In those wounds, like Thomas, we can 

literally touch the fact that God has loved us to the 

end. He has made our wounds his own and borne 

our weaknesses in his own body. His wounds are 

open channels between him and us, shedding mercy 

upon our misery. His wounds are the pathways that 

God has opened up for us to enter into his tender 

love and actually “touch” who he is. Let us never 

again doubt his mercy. In adoring and kissing his 

wounds, we come to realize that in his tender love 

all our weaknesses are accepted. This happens at 

every Mass, where Jesus offers us his wounded and 

risen Body. We touch him and he touches our lives. 

He makes heaven come down to us. His radiant 

wounds dispel the darkness we carry within. Like 

Thomas, we discover God; we realize how close he 

is to us and we are moved to exclaim, “My Lord and 

my God!” (Jn 20:28). Everything comes from this, 

from the grace of receiving mercy. This is the 

starting-point of our Christian journey. But if we 

trust in our own abilities, in the efficiency of our 

structures and projects, we will not go far. Only if we 

accept the love of God, will we be able to offer 

something new to the world. 

And that is what the disciples did: receiving mercy, 

they in turn became merciful. We see this in the first 

reading. The Acts of the Apostles relate that “no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 

everything they owned was held in common” (4:32). 

This is not communism, but pure Christianity. It is 

all the more surprising when we think that those 

were the same disciples who had earlier argued 

about prizes and rewards, and about who was the 

greatest among them (cf. Mt 10:37; Lk 22:24). Now 

they share everything; they are “of one heart and 

soul”” (Acts 4:32). How did they change like that? 

They now saw in others the same mercy that had 

changed their own lives. They discovered that they 

shared the mission, the forgiveness and the Body of 

Jesus, and so it seemed natural to share their earthly 

possessions. The text continues: “There was not a 

needy person among them” (v. 34). Their fears had 

been dispelled by touching the Lord’s wounds, and 

now they are unafraid to heal the wounds of those 

in need. Because there they see Jesus. Because 

Jesus is there, in the wounds of those in need. 

Dear sister, dear brother, do you want proof that 

God has touched your life? See if you can stoop to 

bind the wounds of others. Today is the day to ask, 

“Am I, who so often have received God’s peace, his 

mercy, merciful to others? Do I, who have so often 

been fed by the Body of Jesus, make any effort to 

relieve the hunger of the poor?” Let us not remain 

indifferent. Let us not live a one-way faith, a faith 

that receives but does not give, a faith that accepts 

the gift but does not give it in return. Having 

received mercy, let us now become merciful. For if 

love is only about us, faith becomes arid, barren and 

sentimental. Without others, faith becomes 

disembodied. Without works of mercy, it dies 

(cf. Jas 2:17). Dear brothers and sisters, let us be 

renewed by the peace, forgiveness and wounds of 

the merciful Jesus. Let us ask for the grace to 

become witnesses of mercy. Only in this way will our 

faith be alive and our lives unified. Only in this way 

will we proclaim the Gospel of God, which is the 

Gospel of mercy. 
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GOOD FRIDAY STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

On Good Friday the Parish Youth Group and Young Adults Group together with Simon Hyland and 

the youth musicians re-enacted the Stations of the Cross in St Mary’s Church, Manly. This was a 

very moving and thought-provoking re-enactment and can be viewed on the Parish Facebook 

manlyfreshwaterparishfacebook/videos 
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MINISTRY ROSTER – MAY 2022 – MANLY 
 Ministry 

Week 1 
30 Apr – 1 May 

Week 2 
7 – 8 May 

Week 3 
14 – 15 May 

Week 4 
21 – 22 May 

Week 5 
28 – 29 May 

  3rd Sun of Easter 4th Sunday of Easter 5th Sunday of Easter 6th Sunday of Easter Ascension of the Lord 

6p
m

  V
ig

il 
 M

as
s 

Server Louise Wareham Louise Wareham Louise Wareham Louise Wareham Louise Wareham 

Readers Freya Zemek Jean Halcrow Rita Bruzzese Bill Tango Rita Bruzzese 

Music CD’S CD’S CD’S CD’s CD’s 

Welcomers 
John & Merle Zemek 

Mary Prager 
John & Merle Zemek 

John & Merle Zemek 
Mary Prager 

John & Merle Zemek John & Merle Zemek 

Piety Store Merle Zemek Merle Zemek Merle Zemek Merle Zemek Merle Zemek 

Flowers Louise Wareham 
Hazel Cottee 

Carole O’Donnell 
Merle Zemek  Louise Wareham 

8:
30

am
  M

as
s 

Server Louise Wareham Martino Hoang TBC Martino Hoang Martino Hoang 

Readers Jan Van Den Broek Patty Thomas Patty Thomas Jan Van Den Broek Patty Thomas 

Music Parish Choir Parish Choir Parish Choir Parish Choir Parish Choir 

AV Screens Robert Marshall Robert Marshall Robert Marshall Robert Marshall Robert Marshall 

Welcomers Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required 

Piety Store Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen Jan Dorsen 

10
:3

0a
m

  M
as

s 

Server Martino Hoang 
Ivica Covic 

Iona & Teresa Hearn 
Kieran Wan 

Bernie Lawler 
Louise Wareham 

Ivica Covic 
Bernie Lawler 

Readers 
Jean Halcrow 
Ron Gravolin 

Rita Bruzzese 
Janie Fonua 

Carmel Lawler 
Janie Fonua 

Rita Bruzzese 
Janie Fonua 

Carmel Lawler 
Janie Fonua 

Music Bianca Zatz 
Gina Marshall 
Bianca Zatz 

Bianca Zatz 
Gina Marshall 
Bianca Zatz 

Gina Marshall 

AV Screens TBC Robert Marshall TBC Robert Marshall Robert Marshall 

Welcomers 
Paul & Nicola Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 
Paul & Nicola Pervan  

Anne Gaughan 
Paul Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 
Paul & Nicola Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 
Paul & Nicola Pervan 

Anne Gaughan 

Piety Store Kim McGrath Jenny Tucker Kim McGrath Jenny Tucker Kim McGrath 

6p
m

  M
as

s 

Server Ivica Covic Kieran & Michael Wan 
Ivica Covic 

Silvio Porcelli 
Kieran & Michael Wan Ivica Covic 

Readers Dean Gale Sandie Cornish Youth Family Mass Sandie Cornish 

Music Simon Hyland  Josh Willard Simon Hyland Josh Willard Josh Willard 

Welcomers Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required 

Piety Store Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required Assistance Required 

 

MINISTRY ROSTER – MAY 2022 – FRESHWATER 

9a
m

 M
as

s 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

5p
m

 V
ig

il 

Ministry 
Week 1 

30 Apr – 1 May 
Week 2 

7 – 8 May 
Week 3 

14 – 15 May 
Week 4 

21 – 22 May 
Week 5 

28 – 29 May 

 3rd Sun of Easter 4th Sunday of Easter 5th Sunday of Easter 6th Sunday of Easter Ascension of the Lord 

Server Mick O’Farrell Ian Press Mick O’Farrell Mick O’Farrell Ian Press 

Readers Amanda Whitfield Family Mass Amanda Whitfield Jessica & Joseph Press Amanda Whitfield 

Music CD’s Family Mass CD’s CD’s CD’s 

Welcomers Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott Shirley Abbott 

Server Francis Raymond Joanne Druery Francis Raymond Amorina Wright Joanne Druery 

Readers 
Patricia Brown 
Luke Campbell 

Vincent Bokanovic 
Luka Bokanovic 

Toni Walsh 
Josh Wright  

Jasmine Wright 
Toni Walsh 

Music Pat Brown Pat Brown Pat Brown Pat Brown Pat Brown 

Welcomers Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt Sally Moffatt 

Altar Society Patricia & Solo Brown Mary Anne Marles 
Isabella & Phillip 

d’Souza 
Maria Harkness 

Jacqui Good 
Mary Arcus 

Morning Teas Andy & Beck Thiss Tim Markwart 
Angelica & Michael 

Rosatto 
Wright family Francis Raymond 

If you would like to take part in one of these ministries, please contact the parish office 9977 5822
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY – Year C 

First Reading                        Acts 5:12-16 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

The numbers of men and women who came to 

believe in the Lord increased steadily. 

The faithful all used to meet by common consent 
in the Portico of Solomon. No one else ever dared 

to join them, but the people were loud in their 
praise and the numbers of men and women who 

came to believe in the Lord increased steadily. So 
many signs and wonders were worked among the 
people at the hands of the apostles that the sick 

were even taken out into the streets and laid on 
beds and sleeping-mats in the hope that at least 
the shadow of Peter might fall across some of 

them as he went past. People even came crowding 
in from the towns round about Jerusalem, 
bringing with them their sick and those tormented 

by unclean spirits, and all of them were cured.  
The word of the Lord.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 117:2-4, 22-27 

R. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
     his love is everlasting. 

Let the sons of Israel say: 'His love has no end.' 

Let the sons of Aaron say: 'His love has no end.' 
Let those who fear the Lord say: 'His love has no 

end.' R. 

The stone which the builders rejected has become 
the corner stone. This is the work of the Lord, a 

marvel in our eyes. This day was made by the 
Lord; we rejoice and are glad. R. 

O Lord, grant us salvation; O Lord, grant success. 

Blessed in the name of the Lord is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; the Lord 
God is our light. R. 

 

Second Reading          Revelation 1:9-13, 17-19 

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever. 

My name is John, and through our union in Jesus 
I am your brother and share your sufferings, your 

kingdom, and all you endure. I was on the island 
of Patmos for having preached God's word and 
witnessed for Jesus; it was the Lord's day and the 

Spirit possessed me, and I heard a voice behind 
me, shouting like a trumpet, 'Write down all that 
you see in a book.' I turned round to see who had 

spoken to me, and when I turned I saw seven 
golden lamp-stands and, surrounded by them, a 

figure like a Son of man, dressed in a long robe 
tied at the waist with a golden girdle. When I saw 
him, I fell in a dead faint at his feet, but he 

touched me with his right hand and said, 'Do not 
be afraid; it is I, the First and the Last; I am the 
Living One. I was dead and now I am to live for 

ever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and of 
the underworld. Now write down all that you see 
of present happenings and things that are still to 

come.'  
The word of the Lord.    All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                 John 20:29 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have 
seen me; happy those who have not seen me, but 
still believe! 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel    John 20:19-31 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

After eight days Jesus came in and stood among 
them. 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of 
the week, the doors were closed in the room 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. 

Jesus came and stood among them. He said to 
them, 'Peace be with you,' and showed them his 
hands and his side. The disciples were filled with 

joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them 
again, 'Peace be with you. 'As the Father sent me 
so am I sending you.' After saying this he 

breathed on them and said: 'Receive the Holy 
Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are 
forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are 

retained.' Thomas, called the Twin, who was one 
of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. When the disciples said, 'We have seen the 

Lord,' he answered, 'Unless I see the holes that 
the nails made in his hands and can put my finger 
into the holes they made, and unless I can put my 

hand into his side, I refuse to believe.' Eight days 
later the disciples were in the house again and 
Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, 

but Jesus came in and stood among them. 'Peace 
be with you,' he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, 
'Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. 

Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no 
longer but believe.' Thomas replied, 'My Lord and 
my God!' Jesus said to him: 'You believe because 

you can see me. Happy are those who have not 
seen and yet believe.' There were many other 

signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but 
they are not recorded in this book. These are 
recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 
may have life through his name.  
The Gospel of the Lord.  

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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